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LETTER  X

August 2,nd9 1786.
Written before my departure for Rheinsberg,
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THE King is evidently better, at least with
respect to pain, when he does not move; he has
even left off the use of the tamxicum, or dandelion,
the only thing Zimmermann prescribed, who, con-
sequently, is in despair. He simply takes a
tincture of rhubarb mixed with diarrhcetics, which
give him copious evacuations. His appetite is
very good, which he indulges without restraint.
The most unhealthy dishes are his greatest
favourites. If indigestion be the consequence,
as it frequently is, he takes a double aperitive
dose.

Frese, his physician of Potsdam, still con-
tinues in disgrace, for having dared to whisper
the word dropsy on the question being asked him,
and an appeal made to his conscience, what was
the name and character of the disease. The Kingthe rumour of his
